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St. Anthony of Padua

Hightstown, NJ
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Welcome
Dear Parents & Guardians,
Thank you for registering your child, we are excited to welcome you to St. Anthony of Padua’s Parish Religious Education Program (PREP) 2019 – 2020.  We are blessed to have over 600 students in our programs this year and over 35 devoted Catechists!
PREP Classes are vital to the complete religious education of your child.  Children should participate in classes beginning in 1st grade and attend each year through 8th grade when they will receive the Sacrament of Confirmation. 
Parents are the primary educators of their child’s faith.  Our program is meant to complement each family’s practice of their faith.  Please attend Mass with your family each week as well as on Holy Days of Obligation.  There is no substitution for the Mass.  As you plan your family schedules each week do not forget to include Mass as a priority.

Please do not hesitate to contact the Office of Religious Education throughout the year should you have any questions or concerns.  We are here to assist you.  
God bless,
Michelle Angelo
Director of Religious Education 
 ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA

PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM (PREP)
To Report Absences 609.448.0141 x 29
michelle@stanthonychurch.org 

2019 – 2020 Calendar
ALL DATES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE

	Class
	MONDAY
	Class
	TUESDAY
	Class
	WEDNESDAY

	
	5:00-6:15PM
	
	5:00-6:15PM
	
	5:00-6:15PM

	
	6:30-7:45PM
	
	6:30-7:45PM
	
	NO 2nd Session

	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	Sept. 16
	1
	Sept. 17
	1
	Sept. 18

	2
	Sept. 23
	2
	Sept. 24
	2
	Sept. 25

	3
	Sept. 30 No Class
	3
	Oct. 1 No Class
	3
	Oct. 2 

	4
	Oct. 7
	4
	Oct. 8
	4
	Oct. 9 No Class

	5
	Oct. 14 No Class
	5
	Oct. 15
	5
	Oct. 16

	6
	Oct. 21
	6
	Oct. 22
	6
	Oct. 23

	7
	Oct. 28
	7
	Oct. 29
	7
	Oct. 30

	8
	Nov. 4
	8
	Nov. 5 No Class
	8
	Nov. 6 No Class

	9
	Nov. 11 No Class
	9
	Nov. 12
	9
	Nov. 13

	10
	Nov. 18
	10
	Nov. 19
	10
	Nov. 20

	11
	Nov. 25
	11
	Nov. 26 No Class
	11
	Nov. 27 No Class

	12
	Dec. 2
	12
	Dec. 3
	12
	Dec. 4

	13
	Dec. 9
	13
	Dec. 10
	13
	Dec. 11

	14
	Dec. 16 No Class
	14
	Dec. 17 No Class
	14
	Dec. 18 No Class

	15
	Dec. 23 No Class
	15
	Dec. 24 No Class
	15
	Dec. 25 No Class

	16
	Dec. 30 No Class
	16
	Dec. 31 No Class
	16
	Jan. 1 No Class

	17
	Jan. 6
	17
	Jan. 7
	17
	Jan. 8

	18
	Jan. 13
	18
	Jan. 14
	18
	Jan. 15

	19
	Jan. 20  No Class
	19
	Jan. 21
	19
	Jan. 22

	20
	Jan. 27
	20
	Jan. 28
	20
	Jan. 29

	21
	Feb. 3
	21
	Feb. 4
	21
	Feb. 5

	22
	Feb. 10
	22
	Feb. 11
	22
	Feb. 12

	23
	Feb. 17 No Class
	23
	Feb. 18 
	23
	Feb. 19

	24
	Feb. 24
	24
	Feb. 25
	24
	Feb. 26 No Class

	25
	Mar. 2
	25
	Mar. 3
	25
	Mar. 4

	26
	Mar. 9
	26
	Mar. 10 No Class
	26
	Mar. 11

	27
	Mar. 16
	27
	Mar. 17
	27
	Mar. 18

	28
	Mar. 23
	28
	Mar. 24
	28
	Mar. 25

	29
	March 30
	29
	March 31
	29
	Apr. 1

	30
	Apr. 6 No Class
	30
	Apr. 7 No Class
	30
	Apr. 8 No Class

	31
	Apr. 13 No Class
	31
	Apr. 14 No Class
	31
	Apr. 15 No Class

	32
	Apr. 20
	32
	Apr. 21
	32
	Apr. 22

	33
	Apr. 27
	33
	Apr. 28
	33
	April 29

	34
	May 4 Last Day
	34
	May 5 Last Day
	34
	May 6 Last Day


IMPORTANT DATES

Oct. 15 & 16-First Communion Parent Meeting 

Oct. 21 & 22 Confirmation Parent Meeting

Jan 26 – 1st Reconciliation Retreat

Feb 1 – First Reconciliation

Mar 7 – Confirmation Retreat
Mar 29 – First Communion Retreat

May 2 – First Holy Communion 

June 5-Confirmation

ARRIVAL AND COLLECTION MAP
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                                                               ENTRANCE ONLY














                                                                                                                   MAXWELL
                                                                                                                    AVENUE 

                                                                                                                    

                     EXIT ONLY


FOR STUDENT SAFETY
STUDENTS MUST BE PICKED UP FROM THEIR CLASSROOM BY THEIR PARENT/GUARDIAN OR THEIR DESIGNEE UNLESS A SELF DISMISSAL FORM HAS BEEN HANDED IN
DROP OFF AREA FOR ALL STUDENTS

IS THE SCHOOL PARKING LOT
(Subject to Change)

CATHOLIC COMMUNITY OF ST. ANTHONY OF PADUA       PARISH RELIGIOUS EDUCATION PROGRAM
As members of the Catholic Community of St. Anthony of Padua, our love extends to all persons.  This love calls us to proclaim the Kingdom of God in a special way to the children and families that our program embraces.  The Church clearly teaches that the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass is the source and summit of all we do, thus there is a strong emphasis on and connection to Sunday Mass in all our classes.
Reverence for persons motivates us to create an environment which promotes the development of a community of Faith.  Inspired by this reverence and supported by Faith, we work with others in search of what is true, meaningful, and just.  Within our learning environment, we teach a curriculum, which emphasizes the values of the Gospel; we foster a spirit, which encourages daily prayer, Mass attendance and an appreciation for the Liturgy.  Parents are most welcome to join their children during class time.  We will be offering Adult Catechesis throughout the year.  Since parents are the FIRST teachers in the way of our Faith, we strongly encourage parents to attend and enjoy these sessions and assemblies.
We believe our program leads all persons involved to a deeper conversion to the Gospel message, to love and commitment to the Church, and to active participation in the transformation of our world.
POLICIES & PROCEDURES
The Bishop of Trenton requires all persons desiring the reception of Sacraments to have two consecutive years of preparation, and other classes in remote preparation, in order to receive.  This means that in order for a child to receive Eucharist, Reconciliation, and Confirmation, he or she must attend First Grade through at least Eighth Grade to be eligible to receive the Sacraments.
Just as in any school system, children need to attend each grade consecutively in order to receive their Sacraments.  Our Diocese does not allow skipping grades.  Also, the Diocese requires at least thirty-three hours per year at each grade level, each year, to ensure adequate time for instruction.  Therefore, any child who misses a significant number of classes may be retained in the grade, and/or Sacramental reception may be delayed.

Registration and Admission Requirements
Our Parish provides Religious Education classes for children of all abilities.  All children are invited to fully participate.  Our Parish offers classes for students from 1st Grade through 8th Grade.  Children with developmental, intellectual, sensory or physical disabilities are welcome and encouraged to attend weekly Religious Education classes.

At time of registration, a student entering the program for the first time is required to present a copy of his/her Baptismal certificate.  If your child received First Reconciliation and First Eucharist at another Parish, please supply the office with copies of the certificates as well as a Transfer Form from the Parish which should include the student attendance record and studies completed.
Program Tuition
Tuition:


$110.00
for one student

$190.00
for two students


$260.00
for three students

$50.00 for each additional student above 3

Early Registration Discount:
Deduct $10 from April 08th – June 29th
Sacramental Preparation Tuition:

$75.00
1st Communion (2nd Grade)

$75.00
Confirmation (8th Grade)

Please make checks payable to St. Anthony of Padua.  We also accept Visa or Master Card.

Safety and Crisis Management Guidelines
Experiences of tragedies in our society and schools nationwide have led us to form policies and guidelines to ensure the safety of our children, youth, and adults who participate in the PREP program.

Secure Building
Please be aware that the school building is locked during class time in order to provide a safe environment for the children.  When classes are in session, NO ONE is permitted to walk through the building.  If you are waiting for your child while they attend class, you may go to the Church which will remain open for your comfort.
Safe Environment Program
All Parish Religious Education Programs are responsible to implement the Safe Environment Program.  The lesson(s) shall be offered to children in grades 1-8 annually.  The lesson(s) are required by the Diocese of Trenton. You may contact the Office of Faith Formation with questions and or to review the program material.

Drop Off and Pick Up Procedures
The safety of every child is of utmost concern to us.  We ask that you drive cautiously through the parking lot.  Note there is NO PARKING in Fire Zones and there is a specific entrance and exit parking lot protocol.
Arrival of Students
Students are expected to arrive 5 minutes before the beginning of class and enter the school THROUGH THE parking lot entrance ONLY.  A Greeter will be present and open the door.  Students will be directed to their classroom.  No child will be permitted to enter the classroom without a teacher present.  All children will meet in their assigned class.  Please do not arrive more than ten minutes before the start time, as supervision by the catechist and staff may not be available before that time.  If you arrive late, you will need to bring your child to the Faith Formation Office for access to the classroom.  The school will remain locked during class time for the safety of all children.

Class Time
All classes are held in the school

Monday and Tuesday

5:00 PM-6:15 PM or 6:30 PM -7:45 PM           
   Please arrive 5 minutes prior to





 



the start of your class.
Wednesday

5:00 PM–6:15 PM
Dismissal of Students
ALL Grades

All students shall be picked up from their classroom by their parent/guardian or other adult as designated by the child’s parent/guardian unless a self-dismissal waiver has been signed in advance by the parent/guardian.  Parents/guardians shall be permitted to enter the building two minutes prior to dismissal time and proceed to their child’s class to sign them out.  This procedure is for the safety of all our children, (Diocese of Trenton, Policy #302).  Catechists will wait with students until their parent/guardian picks them up.

Parents and guardians are encouraged to wait in the comfort of our Church during PREP classes.

Early Dismissal
Should you wish your child to leave early, we ask that you send an e-mail to the Faith Formation Office (michelle@stanthonychurch.org).  A parent or guardian must come into the building, report to the Office of Faith Formation, and sign your child out.  An Office Aide will have your child meet you in the Faith Formation Office.  No child shall be released early unless the child is supervised, (Diocese of Trenton Religious Education Policy #302).  Each early dismissal will be recorded as ½ day of absence.
Attendance
Diocesan policy requires a minimum of 33 hours of instruction per year.  Attendance shall be taken at every class and special session.  THIS INCLUDES ADDITIONAL GRADE LEVEL ACTIVITIES.  Attendance shall be taken at each grade level activity and this WILL count as a class.  If a child is absent, we ask parents to home teach the missed lesson.  Excessive absences (more than four) will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis through parent contact from the Faith Formation Coordinator.  If absences continue, the case will be referred to the Pastor.  This may result in a delay of the child's Sacramental preparation.  It is the responsibility of the parent to contact the Religious Education office and/or teacher in the event of an absence and to obtain and complete any missed assignments.

It is essential that attendance in the program is regular and punctual.  In addition to the work accomplished in the textbook, the children participate in a variety of learning activities during class time.  It is important that the students are part of the community and participate in all of the prayer experiences and instruction.  If your child is absent, upon their return to class, each student shall submit a note from their parents/guardians or a medical professional, containing the reason for the absence.  When a student is absent, it is the responsibility of parents/guardians to assume the role of the Catechist and see that any missed work due to absence is made up.  Please contact the Office of Faith Formation, if you are aware of family obligations or other activities that will conflict with your child's regular attendance in the program.

CURRICULUM
PARENTAL INVOLVEMENT - The program is designed to assist parents in fulfilling their responsibilities as the primary religious educators of their children.  This goal can be accomplished by the following:

• Regular family attendance at Mass

• Your child's attendance at class
• Daily review of Required Prayers & Tenets of our Faith 
• Parents becoming familiar with the lessons
• Reading the material which is sent home and participating in the activities
• Making certain that homework is completed and returned
Classes follow grade appropriate textbook and the Diocese of Trenton Guidelines for the Elementary Religion Curriculum.  Grade level curriculum is available for review.
Required Prayers & Tenets of our Faith

Each student will receive a booklet entitled “Required Prayers & Tenets of our Faith”.  One of primary objectives of our program is to teach the children to pray.  The booklet will be your guide as to the grade level expectations for prayer and so that you may easily review with your child(ren) on a daily basis. 


Each student is expected to come to class prepared and ready to participate with his/her textbook.  Bibles are provided to students in the sixth grade and they are expected to bring them to class for use in grades 6, 7, and 8.  If the textbook is lost or misplaced, the Office of Faith Formation will order a second book and parents/guardians may be billed $25.00 for the new book.  If Bibles are lost, a replacement may be purchased from the Office of Faith Formation for $10.00.
Textbooks Grades 1st through 7th
Students use the Finding God religious education series.  In class, your children will be taught in a more structured way about doctrine, Scripture and the liturgical year.  Parents and guardians are invited to collaborate with the Catechist in the Faith Formation of the children.
In order to assist you with the religious education of your children, please visit the Our Sunday Visitor website, www.loyolapress.com.

Textbook Grade 8

Our 8th grade students are using the Chosen program published by Ascension Press.  For more information regarding Chosen, please refer to their website at, www.AscensionPress.com.
SPECIAL NEEDS

On the religious education registration form, parents are asked to note any special needs that might affect the performance of children in class.  All information offered shall be held in strictest confidence.  Information is shared with your child’s Catechist only upon parent/guardian approval.  Catechists are not permitted to discuss this information.
SACRAMENTS
As a Parish we are responsible to the Bishop of the Diocese of Trenton and represent each child in this program.  We must assure the Bishop that we are bringing our Faith to each student and that each student has a full knowledge of the Sacrament they shall receive.  This includes active participation at Mass as well as attendance in our Parish Religious Education Program.
First Reconciliation and First Holy Communion

It is recommended that one year of preparation take place before formal catechesis for First Reconciliation (Diocese of Trenton Parish Religious Education Administration Manual, #501).  First Reconciliation typically takes place in the first half of second grade.  First Holy Communion typically takes place at the end of the second grade.  However, it may be at any grade level after completion of two years of preparation.  The Office of Faith Formation will provide parent Handbooks and activities at parent formation sessions.
Confirmation
Confirmation is typically celebrated in the spring/summer of the 8th grade year.  However, preparation should continue without interruption from First Holy Communion through the eighth grade.  If it does not, the Confirmation process may be delayed.  Please note the Bishop of the Diocese of Trenton shall issue the Confirmation schedule.  Upon receipt of this schedule, we shall notify all Confirmandi and their families of said date.  Parents shall receive a Confirmation Parent Handbook at the Parent session scheduled in the fall of the Eighth Grade year.  It is imperative that parents attend this session.

As our students prepare for the reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation, the basics of our Catholic Faith are reviewed as they continue their study.  Preparation includes participation in a special Sunday Enrollment Liturgy, Retreat, and an interview with the Pastor, as well as Faith sharing with their sponsors and other activities.  The dates and times for these activities will be announced as they are scheduled.  Attendance is expected for all events.
Service Projects

Candidates for the reception of Confirmation are asked to select service projects, which are geared to their own special talents and abilities.  The service should be performed freely and willingly.    Service, for Catholics is part of our commitment to be followers of Christ.  It could help the parish, neighborhood, or local community.  This service project is meant to represent the candidates' intentions of becoming full members of this servant community, the Catholic Church.
Opportunities for service will be presented through the Office of Faith Formation throughout the year.  Service projects are designed so that students may bear witness to the Gospel message.  It is our hope that this experience will be the beginning of a life​long effort to serve as Jesus served to not only our Catholic Community, but to all communities.  Requirements will be discussed in depth at your grade level parent meeting.
Standards for Dress

Students are expected to dress neatly and modestly.  Low cut shirts, exposed midriffs, pajama bottoms, extremely short skirts or shorts, athletic cleats, are not appropriate.  Shorts and skirts must be fingertip length or longer (holding arms at your sides, straight down).  Tank top straps must be two fingers wide in width.  Spaghetti type straps are not appropriate nor are low cut tops.  Clothing may not contain inappropriate language, graphics or pictures.  Any student attending class in inappropriate clothing will be asked to call home for a change of clothing.

PARENT/TEACHER COMMUNICATION

We acknowledge that parents are the first and foremost Catechists of their children and we welcome the opportunity to work in partnership with you, to fulfill our mission, to bring the good news of Jesus to our children.  During the course of the year, communication will be provided through announcements sent home, e-mail notification, and messages posted on our Parish website, www.stanthony-hightstown.net under the Religious Education tab, as well as periodic parent meetings that will be announced.  
DISCIPLINE
Most of the children in the program are eager and interested to learn about their Faith.  At times, some children are unable to control their behavior, thereby disrupting the class.  Our classroom environment is a place where kindness counts, and positive learning takes place.  There is no room for negative thoughts, behaviors or actions.  In order for everyone in our class to have the opportunity to be the best he/she can be, the following rules will govern the classroom environment.

( Follow the Golden Rule at all times. TREAT OTHERS THE WAY YOU WANT TO BE TREATED

( LISTEN, and stay quiet while others are speaking.

( Always raise your hand to share your ideas.

( Have fun, and enjoy learning.

As much as we will focus on positive behavior, there may be times when there is a need to track negative behavior.  A class list will keep track of the following negative behaviors:

· Talking while another student or adult is speaking

· Getting up out of your seat while a teacher is presenting a lesson

· Excessive talking during class 

· Coming into or leaving the classroom in a disruptive manner

· Disrespectful behavior

Normal Steps for Disciplinary Action:
· Verbal correction by the Catechist

· Student will be sent to the office to meet with the Director

· Parent will be notified by the Director and a conference will be held

· Student may be removed from the Program

Religious Education can be an educationally inspiring and fun time!  Let’s work together to help your child succeed.  If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to call or e-mail the Faith Formation Office.

Remember that each day is a chance to start fresh.  

We know that this will help us better enjoy our time together.

Cell phones and or electronic game devices are NOT permitted in class.  Use of these devices will result in confiscation.  Parents or guardians may retrieve them from the Office of Faith Formation.  FOOD IS NOT PERMITTED IN THE CLASSROOMS.  Students should not bring drinks, candy, food or gum into the building.
VOLUNTEERS

Your help and assistance is essential to the successful operation of the Parish Religious Education Program.  Please consider how you may participate as a Hall Monitor, Office Aide, or Substitute Teacher.  New teachers and workers are always needed.  Should you wish to be a teacher, aide, etc., please call the Office of Faith Formation at 609-448-0141.
Catechists (Teachers)

Our Parish Catechists (teachers) have volunteered their time and talents to help in the Religious Education of our children.  They are enthusiastic and dedicated to the work of the Church.  Our Catechists are faith-filled volunteers who combine a love of the Church, God and children, and a desire to serve in order to witness God's love to the world.  It is important that the children show proper respect and appreciation for this gift of time and talent and reverence to the presence of God in Church. Please work with us in establishing an atmosphere of respect for both teachers and students. 

ALL Catechists, as well as other volunteers who work with children, are required to obtain a Criminal Background check including fingerprinting which is kept on file in the office of the Parish Safe Environment Coordinator.  They must also attend VIRTUS, Protecting God’s Children, a Diocese required certification.

A Catechist must be 18 years old (or 16 with adult supervision) and be certified by the Diocese as a Catechist.  Catechist training and Diocesan Certification is offered continuously.
CANCELLATION of CLASS DUE TO INCLEMENT WEATHER
Cancellation of classes due to inclement weather will be posted on our Parish website Religious Education tab, sub folder PREP News www.stanthony-hightstown.net.  You will also receive a text message.  Please make sure we have your most up to date cell phone number on file.  
IMPORTANT CONTACT INFORMATION
St. Anthony of Padua

Office of Faith Formation

251 Franklin Street

Hightstown, New Jersey 08520

Pastor: Rev. Oscar Sumanga 
Parochial Vicar:  Rev. Juan G. Rojas-Hernandez

Ms. Michelle Angelo: Director of Religious Education
Mrs. Viviana Bonilla:  Program Assistant
609-448-0141, extension 21 or 29 Office of Faith Formation

609-448-6193 Fax

Parish Website:
www.stanthony-hightstown.net.  


Diocese of Trenton

Diocesan Pastoral Center

701 Lawrenceville Road

P.O. Box 5147

Trenton, New Jersey 08638-0147

609-406-7400

609-406-7418 Fax

www.DioceseofTrenton.org 

Community Action Services Center
116 North Main Street #2

Hightstown, NJ 08520

www.rise-community-services.org 
(609) 443-4464

Catholic Charities


Access Center Telephone: 609-394-3202 or 800-360-7711
We serve those in Burlington, Mercer, Monmouth and Ocean counties of New Jersey, for listings and the Catholic Charities near you, 

www.catholiccharitiesusa.org
     





     


Parent/Student Handbook             2019-2020





Parish Religious Education Program (PREP)





   


   �


PARKING LOT








St. Anthony of Padua 


Religious Education Building











Inability to make payment should not deter anyone from being enrolled in our Religious Education Program.  Tuition payment may be made in installments according to your family's financial situation.  If any challenges exist, please contact the Faith Formation Office – Office of Religious Education.  Grants may be available – please request Faith Forward information.  All inquiries are kept strictly confidential








